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Introduction / objectives

Developed-developing country partnerships can act as a
platform for realizing mutual benefits and contribute to
global health. Benefits accrued by developed countries
from partnering with developing countries are often
unknown.

Methods

A literature review was conducted using PubMed data-
base, grey literature, media scanning and cited refer-
ences. A standardized approach was utilized to extract
key points from each article to understand benefits
accrued by developed countries. Benefits were categor-
ized and interpreted using a hybrid categorization fra-
mework combining the Partnership Evaluation Tool
(PET) and the WHO health systems framework. Find-
ings were further examined for applicability to infection
prevention and control practice.

Results

The review showcased instances of direct benefits accru-
ing to individuals or organisations involved in partner-
ships. More importantly, the review demonstrated
possibilities for system-wide benefits to developed coun-
tries in each of the six health system building blocks.
Whether it be service delivery; health workforce; health
information; medical products, vaccines and technolo-
gies; financing; or leadership— opportunities for net-
working, learning and action constitute the foundation
of strong partnerships between developed and develop-
ing countries. These findings have particular relevance
to knowledge flow from developing to developed coun-
tries on infection prevention and control.
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Conclusion

Learning to value all forms of knowledge is essential if
we are to redesign conventional practices. In this regard,
developing countries are proving their ability to lead
change. This realization can transform current para-
digms on the nature of learning and global knowledge
transfer. The global infection prevention and control
community can lead this paradigm shift to enhance glo-
bal health.
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