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The latest cancer therapeutics are almost all inhibitors of
oncogenes or their downstream mediators. With the excep-
tion of imatinib, most such drugs have been disappointing
in the clinic. In contrast, existing successful cancer drugs
have a therapeutic index because they render the conse-
quences of oncogene activation selectively toxic to the
cancer cell. A renewed focus on this type of approach
appears warranted and should be considered.
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