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Introduction / objectives
Errors in the process of drug therapy has been an issue
for the change in the epidemiological profile of microor-
ganisms, causing antibiotic resistance. Whereas full-time
care of the nursing staff in patient care, was aimed to
analyze the errors which undoubtedly may be preventa-
ble with measures of interventions and reflect on nur-
sing performance.

Methods
The study is an integrative review in which 13 were
selected articles concerning this topic through the elec-
tronic databases SciELO, MEDLINE and LILACS.

Results
Studies show that bacterial resistance is increasing in
parallel with antibiotic use, it is estimated by the World
Health Organization (WHO) that 25 to 33% of patients
use antimicrobial drugs during their hospitalization.
Although the choice of antibiotic is a doctor’s concern ,
the administration of drugs is carried out by nursing
staff who are nursing assistants and technicians being
supervised by nurses.

Conclusion
The process is simple but common errors found in the
studies were: patient error, error in dosage, route error,
unauthorized drug error and error of time being the
most prevalent. The misuse of such substances affect
the microbial ecology, diminishes the possibilities for
therapeutic treatment of infectious processes, generate
long hospitalizations and expenditures. The quality of
nursing practice is impaired by long working hours,
shifts, reduced staff, many functions and services, yet
the nurses must strive and offer safe practice. The
knowledge of the drug and its use in surveillance, recog-
nition of error, and improvement courses are essential
to prevent medication errors and therefore minimize

microbial resistance. There is a paradigm extensive to
be addressed since most errors are preventable.
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